
Reconciliaঞ on

Mass Schedule

Parish Mission Statement
We are a vibrant and welcoming Catholic Church community that 
recognizes God’s presence in all through our love and service. 

Parish Vision Statement
Build the Kingdom of God, individually and communally, by fostering 
discipleship and thanksgiving through:
    •  the celebra  on of Eucharist and other sacraments,
    •  prayer and lifelong Catholic forma  on,
    •  service with and for one another and the greater community.

St. Benedict Catholic Church   |   www.stbenedict.org
16223 S 48th St. Phoenix, AZ 85048   |   480.961.1610 

St. John Bosco Catholic School   |   www.sjbosco.org
16035 S 48th St. Phoenix, AZ 85048   |   480.219.4848

Monday, 3/11
     8:15am | Mass

Wednesday, 3/13
     8:15 am | Mass
     6 pm | Youth Choir

Offi  ce Hours

Mass Intenঞ onsUpcoming Eventsss
For a complete calendar of events, please visit stbenedict.org/calendar

Thursday, 3/14
      8:15 am | Mass
      4 pm | Legion Mary
      6 pm | Adult Choir

Friday, 3/15
    8:15 am | Mass
    5 pm | Confessions
    6 pm | Staঞ ons of
       the Cross/Fish Fry

“where all are welcome”

Monday - Thursday  9 am - 5 pm
Fridays  9 am - 3 pm

Closed Daily  12 pm - 1 pm

Saturday 5 pm, Sunday 7, 9, 11 am, 5 pm
Weekdays Mon-Thurs, Chapel: 8:15 am

Weekdays on Fri 8:15 am, Church

Fri 5-6 pm, Sat 8-9 am

Tuesday, 3/12
      8:15 am | Mass

Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you!
~ Ps 137

”“

Sunday, 3/10/2024
7 am |  Yolanda Skinner †
9 am | Steven Jewusiak †

11 am | Jim Winkelbauer †
5 pm | Parishioners

M 3/11 | Enriqueta Trevino †
Tu 3/12 | Grace Kuntz †
W 3/13 | Wanda Padilla †

Th 3/14  | Bill Lidinski † 
F 3/15 | Marie Holden †
Sa 3/16 | Parishioners

Sunday, 3/17/2024
7 am |  Marian Kratochuil †
9 am | Ray Bechtold †

11 am | Terry Taylor †
5 pm | Margaret McDermott (lvg)

March 10, 2024

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Saturday, 3/16
     8 am | Confessions
     9 am | Lenten Retreat
     5 pm | Mass
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Liturgy & Administra  on

Scripture Readings 
Monday: Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 
3/11 11-12a, 13b; Jn 4:43-54

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 
3/12 8-9; Jn 5:1-16

Wednesday: Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-
3/13 14, 17-18; Jn 5:17-30

Thursday: Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-20, 
3/14 21-22, 23; Jn 5:31-47

Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Ps 34:17-21, 
3/15 23; Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30

Saturday: Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-10, 
3/16 11-12; Jn 7:40-53

Sunday: Jer 31:31-34; Ps 51:3-4, 12-
3/17 15 (12a); Heb 5:7-9; 
 Jn 12:20-33

Pastor - Fr. James Aboyi, VC x 302
 fraboyi@stbenedict.org
Parochial Vicar - Fr. Manasseh Iorchir, VC x 306
 frmanasseh@stbenedict.org
Offi  ce Manager - Mary Jane Livens   x 304
 mlivens@stbenedict.org 
Children’s Formaঞ on - (Open)

Deacon - Ed Winkelbauer x 300
 dcned@stbenedict.org
Dir. Evangelization/Formation - Sr. Ruth de la Cruz, OP x 303

srruth@stbenedict.org
Dir. Music/Liturgy - Phil Arkfeld x 311

parkfeld@stbenedict.org 
Stewardship/Engagement - Maryola Fabilena x 309
 mfabilena@stbenedict.org
Youth/Campus Ministry - Sr. Delia Obenza, OP x 307
 srdelia@stbenedict.org

Front Offi  ce/Admin. Asst. - Amy Fletcher x 300
 afl etcher@stbenedict.org
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Parish 
Contribu  ons

A special thank you to 
those who are faithfully 

contribu  ng

Regular Contribuঞ ons for 
January 2024

Actual:         $  80,960*
Budget:      $  78,352

*  Realm 
Online: $ 53,119

Cash/Check: $ 27,841

(Contribuঞ ons are recorded 
on a monthly basis per 

fi scal year
July 1, ‘23 to June 30, ‘24)

St. Benedict
Catholic Church

Charity & 
Development

Appeal
Totals

March 5, 2024

    Number of Donors:       154

    Amount Donated:   $92,368

    Dona  ons Goal:     $85.000

We have exceeded our goal! 
Thank you!

Contact the Parish Offi  ce at 480.961.1610

Live the Liturgy
Inspira  on for the Week

Out of love for us, God sent His son into 
the world, to illuminate the truth that 

brings salvaঞ on. But light can be blinding 
to eyes that have only seen darkness. Pray 

that God will teach us to walk bravely in 
the light.

©LPi



Page 3  Forth Sunday of Lent   -  March 10, 2024

A Reflection by Fr. Manasseh

“WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE CONDEMNED.”
The First Readings of the Sundays of the Season of Lent for “Year B” are arranged in such a way that they 
follow a certain order in the history of salvaঞ on. The First Reading of the First Sunday of Lent introduces 
us to the covenant God made with Noah a[ er the fl ood. On the Second Sunday of Lent, we are reminded 
of the Covenant between God and Abraham, our father in faith. This is followed by the Sinai experience 
on the Third Sunday of Lent where God made a Covenant with the people of Israel who were now in the 
process of becoming a naঞ on. This weekend, the Fourth Sunday of Lent, the First Reading dwells on how 
Israel deviated from the terms of the Covenant thereby incurring the wrath of God. God responded by 
allowing them to be exiled, and the Lord showed them mercy by using a pagan King to restore them to 
their land and faith. We shall read about the promise of the New Covenant from the prophet Jeremiah 
next Sunday, and on Passion Sunday, we shall begin the celebraঞ on of the consummaঞ on of this New 
Covenant through the salvifi c work of the suff ering servant. 

The Book of Chronicles recounts that in those days, Israel led by her princes and priests polluted the 
Temple in Jerusalem with idolatry. God responded by sending them a series of prophets who warned 
them of the consequences of naঞ onal infi delity to God. Of course these warnings fell on deaf ears as 
Israel scoff ed at the Lord’s messengers and conঞ nued with her faithlessness towards God. This infl amed 
the Lord’s anger and He allowed them to be dominated by their foreign adversaries who plundered and 
destroyed their city, put many to the sword and sent their people to exile in foreign lands. However, 
being a merciful God, the Lord forgave their transgressions and raised Cyrus, a Persian king whom He 
empowered to decree the return of Israel to their ancestral homeland and the restoraঞ on of the Temple. 
With this, the worship of the one true God returned to the land. 

The Gospel passage which is part of Jesus’ discourse with Nicodemus, his “nocturnal disciple,” demonstrates 
the extent of God’s mercy and love for all people. Jesus made it clear that the Father would have His Son 
raised on the cross just as Moses raised the bronze serpent in the old dispensaঞ on. Just as those who 
looked up to the sign of the bronze serpent received healing from snakebites in the desert during their 
journey to the promised land, so will all who believe in the Son of God given to and for us by the Father 
and raised as a standard of Divine love for our salvaঞ on, receive by His (the Son’s) merits salvaঞ on in 
abundance as we journey towards eternity. The bronze serpent is the Sacrament of the Old Testament, 
a sign poinঞ ng to the reality of the redempঞ ve crucifi xion of Christ, which will confer salvaঞ on not only 
to a naঞ on of believers but to all believers from all naঞ ons. This comes with a presupposiঞ on: that we all 
recognize Christ the light, believe in Him and let our belief become verifi ably evident in our lives.

As we conঞ nue with our Lenten journey, we pray that the light that Christ graciously bestows will 
penetrate our hearts, eff ect true repentance and reconciliaঞ on within us, and keep burning even a[ er 
the fesঞ viঞ es of Easter.

Please be kind and may God bless you.

Fr. Manasseh
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Current Events and More

Easter Egg Hunt
Calling All Kids and Tots thru 5th Grade! 
We are having a FREE Easter Egg Hunt at 
the St. John Bosco School a[ er the 8 am 
Mass on Easter Sunday! It’s going to be 
a blast! At this ঞ me we could use some 
help with donaঞ ons - please click the QR 
Code to access the Amazon wishlist!

Grant Awarded to Music Department
We are happy to share that the St. Benedict Catholic Church Music Department received 
a $10,000 grant from the Catholic Community Foundaঞ on Giving Circle. The Catholic 
Community Foundaঞ on Giving Circle Grant Program awards grants to qualifying 
organizaঞ ons and nonprofi ts. Twenty-fi ve qualifying organizaঞ ons and nonprofi ts who 
met the criteria of the pre-applicaঞ on received the opportunity to “pitch” their granঞ ng 
needs directly to the Catholic Community Foundaঞ on Giving Circle Members. This year, 
we are grateful to be one of the 7 organizaঞ ons awarded a grant out of 50+ that applied 
and 25 that pitched. For more informaঞ on about the Giving Circle and the Catholic 
Community Foundaঞ on, please visit h� ps://ccfphx.org/

SJB Dad’s Club Car Raffle
The St. John Bosco School Dad’s Club is raffl  ing 
off  a 2021 Kia Seltos and 
want to give you a chance to 
win it! Tickets are $200 each 
and only 300 ঞ ckets will be 
sold. The drawing will take 
place on Friday, May 3 with proceeds being 
used for campus improvements (ie. security 
fencing, shade structures over the playgrounds, 
updated playground equipment, etc.). Go here 
to purchase ঞ ckets h� ps://sjb.formstack.com/
forms/st_john_bosco_catholic_school_car_raffl  e
Thank you for your support and good luck!

Sta  ons of the Cross
Join us for Staঞ ons of the Cross every Friday during 
Lent at 6 pm at the St. John Bosco School courtyard. 
A[ erwards, we are having a Fish Fry in the MPR. You 
will get two pieces of fi sh, coleslaw, corn bread, chips, 
dessert and water for $10. Join us for a fun ঞ me of 
food and fellowship. Save these dates:

March 15, and 22

Lenten Retreat
The Parish Lenten Retreat is coming up on Saturday, 
March 16, from 9 am to 4 pm in the church. The topic is 
“The Messge of the Cross” with Fr. Clement A� ah, VC. 
Fr. Clement belongs to the Via Chrisঞ  Society, the same 
Religious Society as Fr. James and Fr. Manasseh. He is 
currently serving at Our Lady of Joy Parish in, Carefree, 
Arizona. Save the date for this enriching event!

Lenten Reconcilia  on Services
All services begin at 7:00 pm.

Mon March 18 ............ St. Benedict 

Tues March 19  ............ Our Lady Mt. Carmel
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Faith Forma  on and More

Happenings
in Children and Youth

Faith Forma  on
Sunday, March 10

Liturgy of the Word with Children
NO Catechesis of the Good Shepherd

NO EPIC

Tuesday, March 12
NO JAM

NO Journey of Faith

Sunday, March 17
Liturgy of the Word with Children

NO Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
NO EPIC

Tuesday, March 19
NO JAM

NO Journey of Faith

Holy Week Schedule 2024
Thursday, March 28
• Mass of the Lord’s Supper - 7 pm

Friday, March 29
• Divine Mercy Novena - 11 am
• Seven Last Words - 12 pm
• Living Stations of the Cross - 3 pm
• Confession - 5 to 6 pm
• Good Friday Service - 7 pm

Saturday, March 30
• Blessing of the Baskets - 12 pm
• Divine Mercy Novena - 3 pm (Chapel)**
• Easter Vigil & Reception - 8 pm

Sunday, March 31
• Mass - 6 am, 8 am, 10 am, 12 pm
• Divine Mercy Novena - 3 pm (Chapel)**

** The Divine Mercy Novena continues each day at 3 
pm, with the last day being Saturday, April 6.

Divine Mercy Sunday
The Sunday a[ er Easter is Divine Mercy Sunday. Jesus told 
St. Fausঞ na that this feast of mercy would be a very special 
day when “all divine fl oodgates through which graces fl ow are 
opened.” (Diary 699) Our Lord made a great promise to all 
souls, that he “would grant a complete pardon to the souls that 
will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion on the Feast 
of My Mercy.” (Diary 1109)
Jesus asked that the Feast of the Divine Mercy (April 7, this 
year) be preceeded by a Novena which begins on Good Friday. 
There is an intenঞ on to pray about on each day of the Novena.
Please join the Divine Mercy Prayer group on Good Friday, 
March 29, at 11 am in the Church for the fi rst day of the 
Novena. Each day the Novena will be said at 3 pm in the 
Chapel unঞ l Divine Mercy Sunday on April 7. Prayer guides 
are available in the church. (This Novena may also be prayed 
at home if you cannot a� end in person.) 
For more informaঞ on, please contact Le� y at Phoenix@
Alcasid.com
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Ministries & More

Knights of Columbus
The Catholic Church dedicates the enঞ re month of March 
to St. Joseph and urges believers to pay special a� enঞ on 
to his life and example. The Catholic Church urges fathers 
to culঞ vate a devoঞ on to St. Joseph, whom God chose to 
care for his Son. The Church urges believers to teach their 
sons about the virtues of fatherhood through his example. 
As the foster father of Christ, St. Joseph is, in a very real 
sense, the foster father of all Chrisঞ ans. The Intercession of 
St. Joseph prayer is recited to ask St. Joseph to pray on your 
behalf to the Son of God, whom he protected and reared.

Announcements:
• Thank you to all the brother Knights who helped at 

the Rummage Sale.
• Thank you to all the brother Knights who parঞ cipated 

in the Recruitment Drive. Special thanks to our 
Membership Director, Luis Acosta. 

• Thank you to all the spouses of the Knights for their 
conঞ nuous support and special thanks to Harriet 
Svatora and Teresita Amaro for their words of 
encouragement to join the Knights.

Events:
• Council meeঞ ng March 14 at 7 pm in Annex 1.
• March Madness squares starts March 19, 2024.

Join online to become a Knight of Columbus at www.kofc.
org/joinus and enter “Council 12246” and code “GKWAP”.

Vivat Jesus,
Isauro Amaro, Grand Knight
Fr. Bob Binta Council # 12246
480.748.1449
grandknight@kofc12246.org

Lectors... Michele, micheleedison@aol.com
Linens... Mary Jane, 480.961.1610 ext. 304
Music/Choir... Phil A., 480.961.1610 ext. 311
Pastoral Care... Kathy, kathy.mccluskey@cox.net
Pastoral Council... Russ, pastoralcouncil@stbenedict.org
Refugee Rese� lement... Dave, zabordave@gmail.com
Sacristans... Be� e, blaatsch69@gmail.com
St. Vincent de Paul... Phil W., 480.961.1610 ext. 315
Walking With Moms... Rama, selena91907@hotmail.com
Women’s Spirituality... Nora, nmphillips@cox.net

Ministry Contacts
Audio-Visual... Sco� , av@stbenedict.org
Altar Servers... Ken, dken-1@hotmail.com
Art & Env... Cathy, cathytempleton_1@cox.net
Bapঞ sms... Sr. Ruth, srruth@stbenedict.org
EMHCs... Russ, rustlespencer@gmail.com
Events/Helping Hands... Lani, events@stbenedict.org
Finance Council... Karen, karenmains@msn.com
Hospitality... David, davidjschenach@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus... Isauro, 480.748.1449

If you are in need St. Vincent de Paul assistance or 
informaঞ on, call the parish offi  ce at 480.961.1610 
ext. 315.

St. Vincent de Paul
Thanks to the conঞ nued generosity 
of our parishioners, we were able to 
assist 67 families with 145 bags of food 
and $1,684 fi nancial assistance during the month 
of February. We, and those we serve, are grateful 
for your support. This week we are in need of the 
following items in the onsite pantry:

• Jam/Jelly
• Spam/Vienna Sausages
• White Rice

• Sugar (small)
• Oil
• Flour

New Parishioners
• Alexander Arveson and Ashley Fitzgibbons
• Mary Ann Hansen
• Dean & Lisa Ha� ula
• Natalie Ramirez
• Raymundo Sanchez
• JoAnna Schurz

Pastoral Care
Please remember in your prayers Carlos Garcia 
and Doug Souders who died recently. We pray that 
their families and friends will feel God’s healing 
embrace through the prayers and support of our 
faith community.
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Arizona
CatholicMatch.com/AZ

480-494-2435

Going  the  "Extra  Smile"  for  Ahwatukee!

2016-2022
BEST DENTIST

READER RECOMMENDED:
BEST CUSTOMER SERVICE

BEST PLACE TO WORK
BEST MOM & POP

HYGIENISTS:

Michele King RDH
Carmen Salaiz RDH

Daisy DeSalmones RDH

DrEFamilyDental.com1st  Place

Quality, Personalized Care
FREE Second Opinion

480-494-2435
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Catholic Company 

COOLING & HEATING LLC
480-776-7993  Free Service Call with Repair

*20% OFF FOR PARISHIONERS*  *SOME RESTRICTIONS MAY APPLY

 

 

OUR EXPERIENCE • OUR COMMITMENT • YOUR RESULTS
injectables  /  laser treatments

skin treatments  /  body treatments
Call  480-893-2228 today for FREE Consultation

 New Clients get $100 off any purchase of $250 or more

	 PROTECT YOUR HEIRS
	     	 Let Us Help You Safeguard Your Estate!

		  LIVING TRUSTS ♦ WILLS
  		  POWER OF ATTORNEY

SafeguardYourEstate.com
Schedule a FREE Consultation
or attend a seminar near you.

480-842-5000*Check out
our Google 

& BBB Reviews

50% OFF
Parishioner

Discount

Eye Priority, P.C.
… providing quality optometry for

Ahwatukee-Foothills families since 1991.

Kelly de Simone, OD
 Parishioner
 Monica Sawitzke, OD
 15725 S. 46th Street, Ste.112 

Eye Exams
Contact Fittings
Vision Therapy
(480) 893-2300

MICHELE M. EDISON
Certified Residential Specialist

Associate Broker

Protecting the financial future of the ones  
you love the most for over 178 years

Steven Garcia, Agent
New York Life
Insurance Company
CA License Number 4279488
2355 E Camelback Rd Ste 750 
Phoenix, AZ

602-679-6878
srgarcia@ft.newyorklife.com
stephenrgarcia.com

        
   

480.706.1224   |   REGISTER AT MMWAZ.COM
your community music academy

Assisted Living & Memory Care 
5757 West Chandler Blvd, Chandler

(480) 786-4998

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Mike McAleer

mmcaleer@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6307

(P) 480.821.2838
www.ironwoodcrc.com

Christopher M.  
Kellogg, MD

Board Certified  Medical 
Oncology & Hematology

Deacon

Any service or repair up to
$150 to our Catholic
Church community

6948 W. Chandler Blvd., • Chandler, AZ

480.759.9300 • drmowdds.com
Mountain Park Dentistry, LLC

15215 South 48th Street, 
Bldg. 7, Suite 175

“Peace begins with a smile.”-Mother Teresa



Page 7  Forth Sunday of Lent   -  March 10, 2024

Spelling Bee Champ

A Note From The SJB Principal

Dear Parishioners,

I am proud to announce some exciঞ ng news about our SJB academic compeঞ ঞ ons! Under the direcঞ on of 
Mrs. Harvey and Mrs. Heff ron, 8th-grader Harmony Rodriguez-Sanchez represented St. John Bosco in the 
Regional Spelling Bee at one of the most diffi  cult regional bees in the history of bees! Harmony was poised 
and confi dent throughout and captured the 4th-place trophy a[ er a nail-biter runoff !

Mrs. Del Grosso’s Math League Team ranked 7th place and performed impressively while compeঞ ng against 
challenging teams from across the East Valley. The team is made up of eighth graders Lucas Pagazani, Celine 
Salloum, Sophia Bernardez, and Logan Hlavin, and 7th graders Avery Fisher, Daniel Gomez, Brooke Boggess, 
and Blaize Sobczyk.

Under the direcঞ on of Ms. Pra� , SJB 8th-graders admirably represented our school at the 2024 Diocesan 
Science Fair. Sophia Bernardez took Top Honors and advanced to the State compeঞ ঞ on, while Lucas Pagazani 
received Honorable Menঞ on. Kudos to all these students for their brilliant work and impressive achievements.

Joyful Blessings, 
Jamie Bescak, M.Ed.
480.219.4848

Honorable Menঞ on
Science Fair

Top Honors
Science Fair

Math League Team


